
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        PRESS RELEASE   November 2011 

 

French research leads the way in standardizing the internet of the future 
 
The internet is currently undergoing a major change, with the emergence of the “internet of 

things”. Thanks to mobile and contactless technologies, businesses and individuals can now 

connect everyday objects to the internet to create new, added-value services. Research by the 

French consortium WINGS has been used to define the international standards which will form 

the operational basis of the “internet of things”.  
 

French research at the cutting edge  
Building on the launch in 2008 of the first “internet of things” service in Europe

1
, GS1 France has coordinated 

the research carried out by the WINGS project – http://www.wings-project.fr – in  

partnership with academic laboratories (INRIA, UPMC and GREYC) and 

industrial research centres (Orange Lab and AFNIC), under the aegis of the 

Agence Nationale de la Recherche (ANR – French National Research Agency) 

and with the support of the French government body, the “Délégation aux 

Usages de l’Internet”.  

This year, the research teams have successfully implemented an “internet of things” using a network based on 

several directories of objects, known as ONS (Object Naming Services). The ONS is the cornerstone of the 

“internet of things”, and until now was a centralized system based on a single directory. The aim of the research 

carried out by the WINGS project is to create a decentralized architecture in line with openness and 

interoperability of the Internet on a global scale.  

 

A strategic issue for the development of a new generation of services  

Offering consumers new data services, ensuring tracking of objects in real time, combating counterfeit goods and 

organizing product recalls are just a few examples of the services that businesses and individuals will have access 

to, thanks to the “internet of things”.  

As an organization which brings together businesses from the commercial, industrial and logistics sectors at an 

international level, GS1 France is now developing the standards needed for the “internet of things” to work. An 

international working group co-chaired by GS1 France has just been set up to standardize the federated ONS 

network which has emerged from the WINGS project. The new standard should be available in Spring 2012.  

“Before embarking on a federated ONS project, it was essential to address the concerns of the representatives of 
certain countries. How? By showing that an ONS network was possible in operational terms and that it would not 
change the quality of service provided to users compared with a centralized system. This is what the WINGS project 
has achieved, by putting the theoretical work done on standardization into practice,”  
explains Pierre Georget, Managing Director of GS1 France.  
 

1http://gs1.fr/gs1_fr/evenements/actualites/communiques_de_presse/communiques_de_presse_2008/gs1_la  
nce_le_premier_service_de_l_internet_des_objets_en_europe  

http://www.wings-project.fr/
http://gs1.fr/gs1_fr/evenements/actualites/communiques_de_presse/communiques_de_presse_2008/gs1_lance_le_premier_service_de_l_internet_des_objets_en_europe
http://gs1.fr/gs1_fr/evenements/actualites/communiques_de_presse/communiques_de_presse_2008/gs1_lance_le_premier_service_de_l_internet_des_objets_en_europe


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rethinking the governance of the Internet  

Considered essential by France in the “Digital France 2012” Plan 
2
 and referred to in the report by the Centre for 

Strategic Analysis on the European Digital Agenda
3
, the determination of the public authorities to 

establish shared governance of the Internet at an international level has found an operational response in 

the research carried out by the WINGS consortium.  

 

The “internet of things” has become a reality for consumers  

Proxi-Produit
4
, the benchmark mobile application which provides consumers with reliable product data, 

approved by brands and in line with current regulations, is the first ONS-based service. Introduced as part of the 

public services portal “Proxima Mobile” in conjunction with all producers and distributors of manufactured goods, 

the application is proof of the development of the “internet of things” and of French business investment in 

the development of the digital economy. Other services are also using the new infrastructure, including a 

tool to combat fraud (EstCeAuthentique), a logistics tracking solution and new services associated with 

the “digital city”.  

 

Bernard Benhamou, in charge of Internet Applications at the French Ministry of Research and Ministry of 

Industry, states, “The “internet of things” is a strategic objective from both a technological and an economic 

point of view for key players involved in the Internet both in France and across Europe, and we are pleased to 

have been able to support the WINGS project to help establish it in France for the use of all European citizens in 

the future.”  
 
 

About GS1 France  
 
Founded in 1972 by and for businesses, GS1 has always been committed to developing, disseminating and promoting a common language 

throughout the sourcing chain and throughout the world, based on proven, recognized standards for data exchange in line with each party’s needs. 

Governed jointly by its member distributors and manufacturers, GS1 France works with over 20 business sectors (distribution, retailing, 

consumer goods, healthcare products, transport, logistics, defence, etc.).  

Over time, from innovation to innovation, the scope of its activities has expanded to include product and partner identification, EDI, 

RFID applications, electronic catalogues, mobile marketing and more.  

Today there are more than 32,000 member companies in France, 90% of which are small and medium-sized firms, that can communicate and do 
business with one million partners worldwide thanks to the GS1 standards. There are two major reasons for the success of the organization: its 
ambition to promote innovation and new technologies and a fierce determination to focus exclusively on open standards for an open market.  
A recipe for success which must continue to maintain a stable and reliable system for the benefit of all.  

 

Press contacts:  
Nadia Taleb  
Communications Manager, GS1 France  
Nadia.taleb@gs1fr.org / +33 (0)6 07 12 85 
79  
 

Aurélie Oudin  
Press Assistant, GS1 France  
Aurelie.oudin@gs1fr.org / +33 (0)1 40 95 54 42  
 
 

2 http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/rapports-publics/084000664/index.shtml  
3 http://www.strategie.gouv.fr/content/l%E2%80%99agenda-numerique-europeen-note-d%E2%80%99analyse-
223  
4 http://www.proximamobile.fr/article/proxi-produit  
 

http://www. wings-project.fr  
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